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 Today we heard the account of the call of the prophet Samuel. We might sometimes wish we had 
such a clear, audible call from God.  God’s voice is often subtle, and we might feel like He isn’t very close to 
us at all. Like Samuel, we need a guide to help us to discern the Lord’s voice in the depths of our soul.  To 
that end, let us consider the wisdom of the spiritual master St. Ignatius of Loyola in discerning the gentle, but 
real voice of Lord in our lives. 

 St. Ignatius speaks about the soul’s experiences of God’s presence as spiritual consolation and the felt 
absence of God from the soul as spiritual desolation.  Spiritual consolation is when the heart becomes in-
flamed with love for God, a desire for heavenly things and an increase in faith, hope and love.   

 Spiritual desolation is the opposite; “desolation is a movement to low and earthly things, we don’t 
have confidence, without hope, without love, finding oneself totally spiritually lazy, sad, and as if separat-
ed from God.  Just as consolation is contrary to desolation, in the same way the thoughts that come from 
consolation are contrary to the thoughts that come from desolation.”  

 Dark thoughts and then terrible decisions can come from spiritual desolation, so it is important to un-
derstand why God allows us to experience desolation and how to get through it.  The Lord has made us for 
Himself and ultimately wants to console us on our pilgrim journey.  St. Ignatius lists the three primary rea-
sons we experience spiritual desolation. 

 The first reason is that “we can be lazy or complacent in our spiritual practices, and so through our 
faults spiritual consolation leaves us.” Maybe we’re on the path the Lord marks out in general but we slack 
off in our spiritual life and then our minds might be drawn again to low and earthly things and we might feel 
that God is far from us.   

 A chiropractor once said to me that “pain is our alarm clock for doing our exercises.” Often once our 
physical pain goes away, we stop doing their physical stretches and exercises that helped us feel better. So, 
too, in the spiritual life, when we neglect our spiritual exercises of prayer, confession, Mass etc... the Lord 
removes the felt consolation of His presence so that we might have a deeper conversion to Him.  He allows 
spiritual pain to promote spiritual health.   

 The second reason why God allows spiritual desolation is “to see how much we are and how much 
we extend ourselves in His service without so much payment of consolations.” Do we love the gift or the 
Giver of the gift? When I was a kid my parents would remind us that we shouldn’t expect to get money for 
every chore we do because we were part of a family that loved each other.  Love is better than any other pay-
ment. The Lord wants us to love Him more purely and not simply for the consolations He gives us (as if we 
were hired hands) and so this might be a reason for our spiritual desolation.  

 The third reason that St. Ignatius offers is “to give us true understanding...that it is not ours to attain 
or maintain increased devotion, intense love or any other spiritual consolation, but that all is the gift and 
grace of God.”  When we do maintain our spiritual practices, we might think that we deserve the consolation 
that God gives...we can become proud.  So, God might humble us by removing the consolation, not because 
we’ve grown slack in our practice, but proud in our practice. Spiritual consolations are gifts not wages. It 
would be like someone bragging about an inheritance they received as if they 
earned it. In our desolation we realize how dependent we are on the Lord for 
everything including His gifts.   

 For whatever reason we might be in spiritual desolation, the Lord 
wants to tell us something through it to bring us closer to Himself. May we 
listen to the Lord especially in the moments of desolation because He is 
speaking to us... 

 
God bless, 
 
Fr. Mike 



             

 

 In the Gospel today, Jesus asks, “What are you looking for?” Often, we 
are looking for happiness in very selfish ways, but we find that when we look 
for ways to make others happy, it is then that we truly become happy. 

 As you place your gift in the Society of St. Vincent de Paul poor box, 
know that you are a sign of God’s love to those who are suffering, and you 
give them reason to believe and to trust. 

2021 Parish Calendars are now available in the vestibule of the church. We would like to thank  
Colonial-Wojciechowski Funeral Homes for sponsoring their printing once again this year. 

“Why did you pick… that….?” 
 

Have you ever wondered why we sing what we sing at Mass? As we 
enter Ordinary Time, let's take the opportunity to learn about the 
music of the Mass. Many of the students I teach assume that for 
school liturgies, someone in charge selects music they like which 
fits in the genre of “church music”. Oftentimes, these students are 

approaching the Mass as if it were a concert. You go to a concert knowing what artists are playing, 
and that gives you a general idea of the type of music - perhaps even specific pieces - that you will 
hear. It would be unusual, to say the least, to hear ACDC at a Beatles revival concert, or have a heavy 
metal band open for the Chicago Symphony Orchestra.  
 

This is a misguided understanding, and one that can lead to some pretty big issues. 
After all, “church music” is a really broad category. If we allowed anything catego-
rized as “church music” to be used at Mass, you could very well stand up at the be-
ginning of Mass and start singing a song about cicadas… No really… That's actual-
ly a thing. It is even published by major hymnal corporations. Obviously, a song 
about cicadas is not appropriate at the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, where the Church 
reminds us the crucifixion is made present to us in an un-bloody manner (See Trent 
Sess. 22, CCC 1330, 1362-1375).  
 

As we continue this series, let's pray that the Holy Spirit guides us in gaining a 
deeper understanding of the music of the Mass. Next week: How the Church helps 
us figure out what to do. 

St. Cecilia and St. Elizabeth of the Trinity… Pray for us! 
 

-- Mark Wozniczka, Music Director (mwozniczka@archchicago.org) 

SUNDAY COLLECTIONS 

 July 1, 2020 - November 30, 2020 
  

 Year-to-date budget  $186,250 
 Year-to-date-actual  $172,615 
 YTD difference             $13,635 

 

 Year-to-date prior year actual $172,112 
 Increase from prior year            $503 

St. Elizabeth of the Trinity parish office and parish school will be 
closed on Monday, January 18th in observance of Martin Luther 
King, Jr.’s birthday. 



             

 

Michele Schmidt — Maria Szumski — Carol Williams — 
Gary Sowell — Virginia Barski — Jeffrey Lalowski — Judie 

Nitka — Jadwija Chudzynski —Angie Cantillon — Elis 
Kirck — Amy Grudzinski — Bernadette Bannach — Jackie 

Fortier— Patricia Newell 
(Call the rectory office  

to have your name added to the list) 

2020 CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS 
  

 2020 contribution statements will be available by request only 
beginning January 20. These statements cover contributions, to St. Cor-
nelius, St. Tarcissus, St. Thecla and St. Elizabeth of the Trinity. 
 We would prefer to email them to you or have you pick them up 
at the parish office, or they can be mailed. You may call or email the 
parish if you would like to request a copy. Call 773 763-8228 or email: 

jmadura@archchicago.org.  
 If you are a Faith Direct user, you are able to print out your own report through their 
website. If you have made contributions to the Annual Catholic Appeal or To Teach Who 
Christ Is campaign you will receive an acknowledgement directly from the Archdiocese. 

Thank you to Mary Klug for continuing to coordinate the McDonald’s Gift Card Project during 
this past Christmas season to help the homeless.  

Thank you to all those who donated money and gift cards to make this a very successful project. 
Thank you for giving from your heart to those less fortunate. 

Thank you to Maggie, Emily and Dave McNaughton, Mark Stemper and Joe 
O’Connor for going out to distribute the McDonald’s gift cards to those in need.  

God bless! 

“Sons of Vincent de Paul, let us learn of Him to forget ourselves, to devote our-
selves to the service of God and the good of men. Let us learn of Him that holy 
preference which shows most love to those who suffer most.” — Frédéric Ozanam  



             

 



             

 

The St. Cornelius Food Pantry is open every Wednesday from 10:00 am to noon. We provide our patrons 
a full bag of non-perishable groceries and a choice of breakfast cereal, coffee or tea, fresh fruit, vegetables, 
eggs, frozen dinners and meats.   

Due to the overwhelming support of an entire community that continually donates food and money to the Lou-
ie G Food Pantry and our recent partnership with the Greater Chicago Food Depository, we are now able to 
provide with abundance. On a continuous basis we receive donations from Whole Foods, Trader Joes, City 
BBQ and the Maloney family all in Park Ridge, and the Aldi store in Norridge.  

Also, due to the generosity of local businesses including Aldi at Leland and Harlem, Jewel at Irving and Narra-
gansett, and Eli’s Cheesecake, we were able to provide over 100 families with either a turkey or a ham and a 
special desert at Thanksgiving and Christmas.   

Students and their families from Notre Dame, St. Patrick’s and Resurrection High Schools continue their ser-
vice in donating, moving, organizing and distributing food. The Youth Group at Queen of All Saints Parish has 
been providing a steady stream of donations.  

If you have a neighbor or friend who could use some food assistance, please let him or her know they can visit 
our pantry on any Wednesday from 10:00 am to noon. We are located right behind St. Cornelius Church at 
Foster and Long. Each patron is greeted by our volunteers, who may include Fr. Mike and Fr. Lukas. We pro-
vide a drive-up service in which we load his or her car, or he or she can visit the pantry and pick and choose 
his or her own grocery items.   

If you want to donate food, please drop off non-perishable food items, either in the box in the vestibule of the 
church or the Louie G Food Pantry shed located in front of the gym at 5859 N. Moody. Check the Louie G Fa-
cebook page for continuous updates on the most recent list of needed items. 

If you want to volunteer your time or donate money, please contact us either at facebook.com/louiegfp or 
email: give@louiegfp.org or stelizabethofthetrinitysvdp@gmail.com. You may also contribute electronically 
through FaithDirect.net. 

Next weekend we will participate in the Collection for the Church in Latin America. For many 
in Latin America and the Caribbean, a rising secular culture, difficult rural terrain, and a shortage 
of ministers all present obstacles to practicing the faith. Your support for the collection provides 
lay leadership training, catechesis, priestly and religious formation, and other programs to share 
our Catholic faith with those who long to hear the Good News of Christ. To learn more about how 
your gifts make a difference, visit www.usccb.org/latin-america. 



             

 



             

 

POPE FRANCIS: HOW TO PROPERLY WORSHIP GOD 
 

These are highlights of Pope Francis’ homily from this year’s Feast of the Epiphany. 
 
The Evangelist Matthew tells us that the Magi, when they came to Bethlehem, “saw the child with 
Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him”. Worshiping the Lord is not easy; it does 

not just happen. It requires a certain spiritual maturity and is the fruit of an at times lengthy interior journey. Worshiping 
God is not something we do spontaneously. True, human beings have a need to worship, but we can risk missing the 
goal. Indeed, if we do not worship God, we will worship idols – there is no middle way, it is either God or idols;.. 

In our day, it is particularly necessary for us, both as individuals and as communities, to devote more time to worship. 
We need to learn ever better how to contemplate the Lord. We have somewhat lost the meaning of the prayer of adora-
tion, so we must take it up again, both in our communities and in our own spiritual life. Today, then, let us learn a few 
useful lessons from the Magi. Like them, we want to fall down and worship the Lord... 

The Liturgy of the Word offers us three phrases that can help us to understand more fully what it means to be wor-
shipers of the Lord. They are: “to lift up our eyes”, “to set out on a journey” and “to see”. These three phrases can help 
us to understand what it means to be a worshiper of the Lord. 

…To worship the Lord, we first have to “lift up our eyes”. In other words, not to let ourselves be imprisoned by those 
imaginary specters that stifle hope, not to make our problems and difficulties the center of our lives. This does not mean 
denying reality, or deluding ourselves into thinking that all is well. On the contrary, it is a matter of viewing problems 
and anxieties in a new way, knowing that the Lord is aware of our troubles, attentive to our prayers and not indifferent 
to the tears we shed. 

This way of seeing things, which despite everything continues to trust in the Lord, gives rise to filial gratitude. When 
this happens, our hearts become open to worship. On the other hand, when we focus exclusively on problems, and re-
fuse to lift up our eyes to God, fear and confusion creep into our hearts, giving rise to anger, bewilderment, anxiety and 
depression. Then it becomes difficult to worship the Lord. Once this happens, we need to find the courage to break out 
of the circle of our foregone conclusions and to recognize that reality is much greater than we imagine. Lift up your 
eyes, look around and see. The Lord asks us first to trust in him, because he truly cares for everyone… 

When we lift up our eyes to God, life’s problems do not go away, no; instead we feel certain that the Lord grants us the 
strength to deal with them. The first step towards an attitude of worship, then, is to “lift up our eyes”. Our worship is 
that of disciples who have found in God a new and unexpected joy. Worldly joy is based on wealth, success or similar 
things, always with ourselves at the center. The joy of Christ’s disciples, on the other hand, is based on the fidelity of 
God, whose promises never fail, whatever the crises we may face… 

The second helpful phrase is to set out on a journey. Before they could worship the Child in Bethlehem, the Magi had to 
undertake a lengthy journey… After a journey, we are no longer the same. There is always something new about those 
who have made a journey: they have learned new things, encountered new people and situations, and found inner 
strength amid the hardships and risks they met along the way. No one worships the Lord without first experiencing the 
interior growth that comes from embarking on a journey. 

We become worshipers of the Lord through a gradual process. Experience teaches us, for example, that at fifty we wor-
ship differently than we did at thirty. Those who let themselves be shaped by grace usually improve with time: on the 
outside, we grow older… – while our inner nature is being renewed each day, as we grow in our understanding of how 
best to worship the Lord. From this point of view, our failures, crises and mistakes can become learning experiences: 
often they can help us to be more aware that the Lord alone is worthy of our worship, for only he can satisfy our inner-
most desire for life and eternity. With the passage of time, life’s trials and difficulties – experienced in faith – help to 
purify our hearts, making them humbler and thus more and more open to God… 

…Life is not about showing off our abilities, but a journey towards the One who loves us. We are not to show off our 
virtues in every step of our life; rather, with humility we should journey towards the Lord. By keeping our gaze fixed on 
the Lord, we will find the strength needed to persevere with renewed joy. 

And so we come to the third phrase: to see…To worship the Lord we need to “see” beyond the veil of things visible, 
which often prove deceptive… A way of “seeing” that transcends the visible and makes it possible for us to worship the 
Lord who is often hidden in everyday situations, in the poor and those on the fringes. A way of seeing things that is not 
impressed by sound and fury, but seeks in every situation the things that truly matter, and that seeks the Lord. 

May the Lord Jesus make us true worshipers, capable of showing by our lives his loving plan for all humanity. Let us 
ask for the grace for each of us and for the whole Church, to learn to worship, to continue to worship, to exercise this 
prayer of adoration often, because only God is to be adored. 

Jim Madura 



             

 

Presider Schedule - January 23 & 24 
 5:00 pm — Fr. Grisolano 
7:30 am — Fr. Grisolano 

9:00 am —  Fr. Ouda 
 11:00 am — Fr. Ouda 

(Spanish) 1:00 pm - Fr. Reyes  

DISPENSATION  
 

 Cardinal Cupich has continued the  
dispensation from the obligation to attend Sunday & 

Holy Day Mass until further notice. 

Katherine Malicki 
Michael Ahern 

Alice Kern 
Harry Polcyn 

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 
 

Sunday:  2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Monday:  January 18-25 is the Week of Prayer for  
  Christian Unity; Martin Luther King Day 
Tuesday: 
Wednesday:  St. Fabian, Pope and Martyr; St. Sebas 
  tian, Martyr 
Thursday:  St. Agnes, Virgin and Martyr 
Friday:   Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of 
  Unborn Children 
Saturday:  St. Vincent, Deacon and Martyr; St.  
  Marianne Cope, Virgin; BVM 
Next Sunday:  3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
©LPi  

Sunday:  1 Sm 3:3b-10, 19/Ps 40:2, 4, 7-8, 8-9,  
  10 [8a, 9a]/1 Cor 6:13c-15a, 17-20/ 
  Jn 1:35-42 
Monday:  Heb 5:1-10/Ps 110:1, 2, 3, 4 [4b]/Mk  
  2:18-22 
Tuesday:  Heb 6:10-20/Ps 111:1-2, 4-5, 9 and  
  10c [5]/Mk 2:23-28 
Wednesday:  Heb 7:1-3, 15-17/Ps 110:1, 2, 3, 4  
  [4b]/Mk 3:1-6 
Thursday:  Heb 7:25—8:6/Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 10,  
  17 [8a and 9a]/Mk 3:7-12 
Friday:   Heb 8:6-13/Ps 85:8 and 10, 11-12, 13-14  
  [11a]/Mk 3:13-19 
Saturday:  Heb 9:2-3, 11-14/Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9  
  [6]/Mk 3:20-21 
Next Sunday:  Jon 3:1-5, 10/Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9  [4a]/1  
  Cor 7:29-31/Mk 1:14-2 

Watch St. Elizabeth of the Trinity 9:00 a.m. Sunday 
Mass live on You Tube - search for St. Elizabeth of the 
Trinity Parish channel  
 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 16, 2021 
 

5:00 PM— Richard Zahn, Bruno Gilski (30th  
 anniversary), Gilski & Ryjewski families, Don 
 Love, Patrick Rodden 
 

  SUNDAY, JANUARY 17, 2021 
  

7:30 AM— Lorraine, John, Martin, Richard & Mathew
 Futterer, Alice Kern 
9:00 AM—(livestreamed) - Eileen & Jack Owen, Don 

Quinn, Marty Fulara, Vilma Pangoniene 
11:00 AM— Dorothy Ahlberg, Michael Gibbons 
1:00 PM (Spanish)—  

 
 MONDAY,  JANUARY 18, 2021 

  
8:30 AM— Helena Jaramillo de Villareal, Pauline Haas 

 
TUESDAY,  JANUARY 19, 2021 

  
8:30 AM— Harriet Mechanik, Margaret Kelly 
 
11:00 - 2:00  PM - Adoration with Benediction at 1:50  
  

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 20, 2021 
  

8:30  AM — Marcella Marzalek, Joyce Jaszcor 
 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 21, 2021 
  

8:30 AM— Joseph Dziedzik 
 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 22, 2021 
  

8:30 AM— Patrick Kelly, Sr., Henry Wigger 
 

 SATURDAY, JANUARY 23, 2021 
  

8:30 AM—Patrick Kelly, Jr. 
 

3:30 - 4:30—CONFESSION 
 

5:00 PM— Albin Gilski (41st anniversary), Gilski & 
 Ryjewski families, Don Love, Jr. 
 

  SUNDAY, JANUARY 24, 2021 
  

7:30 AM— Alice Kern, for those suffering from mental 
 disabilities 
9:00 AM—(livestreamed) - Eileen & Jack Owen, Don 

Quinn, Paul Carey, Sylvia & Amy Gaddini,  
 Vilma Pangoniene 
11:00 AM— Amy & Sylvia Gaddini, Patrick Collins, 

Michael Burke 
1:00 PM (Spanish)—  



             

 



             

 



             

 

 Pastor 
Rev. Michael Grisolano 
mgrisolano@archchicago.org 
  

Associate Pastor 
Rev. Lukas Ouda 
louda@archchicago.org 
  

 Pastor Emeritus 
Rev. Daniel P. McCarthy 
   

   Permanent Deacons 
Deacon Gregory Bzdon 
Deacon Michael McManus 
Deacon John Rottman 
Deacon Steven Wagner 
  

Director of Parish Operations 
Ms. Kathy Collins 
k.collins@stelizabethtrinityschool.org 
  

Director of Children’s Faith Formation 
Ms. Kathleen Driscoll 
kadriscoll@archchicago.org 
  

Pastoral Minister / Bulletin Editor 
Mr. Jim Madura 
jmadura@archchicago.org 
  

Music  
Mr. Mark Wozniczka  
mwozniczka@archchicago.org 
Mr. Jose Angel Abarca 
  

 Adult Faith Formation  
Ms. Cathy Crino 

  
Bookkeeper 

Ms. Donna Kay 
dkay@archchicago.org 
  

Administrative Assistant 
Ms. Kathy O’Sullivan 
kosullivan@archchicago.org 
     

School Principal  
Dr. Kristine Hillmann 
k.hillmanN@stelizabethtrinityschool.org 

S . E    T  P  
  

6020 W  A  A  
C , I  60646 

SERVICES 
  

Weekend Mass Schedule: 
 Saturday: 5:00 p.m. & Sunday: 7:30, 9:00 & 11:00 a.m. 
 (English) and 1:00 p.m. (Spanish) 
Daily Mass Schedule: 
 Monday through Saturday : 8:30 a.m. 
Confession:    
 Saturday: 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.  
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
 Tuesdays: 11:00 a.m. to 2 p.m. (Benediction at 1:50 p.m.) 
 Rectory Hours - Monday through Friday: 9:00 - 5:00  

Baptism: 
Please contact Deacon Greg Bzdon to make arrangements: 
gbzdon@archchicago.org  
    
Becoming a Catholic:   
Would you like to learn more about what it means to be a Catholic?  The 
Church calls this process The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA). It 
is a small group forum where interested people learn more about initiation 
and membership in the Catholic Church.  Please call the parish office for 
more information. 
  
Marriage:  
Must be arranged six months prior to the ceremony. Please contact a priest 
to make arrangements. 
  
Religious Education for Public Grade School Students: Contact  
Kathleen Driscoll for more information: kadriscoll@archchicago.org 
  
Parish Registration:  New parishioners are asked to register at the Rectory. 
Forms are also available on our website under the Our Parish tab. 
  
Communion Visits: Ministers of Care bring communion to the homebound. 
Contact Deacon Steve Wagner through the rectory to make arrangements. 
  
High School Youth Group: Mr. Mike Wuich  HEELSFINL4@AOL.COM 
  
Bulletin Deadline:  Noon on Fridays (9 days prior to bulletin date) 

“It seems to me that I have found my 
heaven on earth,  

because my heaven is You,  
my God,  

and You are in my soul.  
You in me,  

and I in You – may this be my motto.” 
 St. Elizabeth of the Trinity 

Rectory: 773-763-8228 
Fax: 773-774-8461 
School: 773-763-7080  
Website: www.stelizabethtrinity.org 


