
             

 

January 10, 2021 



             

 

January 10, 2021 

 Today is the Solemnity of the Baptism of the Lord.  Something of a paradox exists in today’s 
Gospel. Why is Jesus baptized when He already is the Son of God, the Second Person of the Holy 
Trinity? The Lord didn’t need forgiveness of sins and already is in full possession of divine life. So, 
why was Jesus baptized? 
 Jesus wasn’t baptized for His own sake, but for ours. There are several reasons. The way the 
Fathers of the Church put it is that He “hallowed” or made holy the waters of the whole world for our 
baptism. Water can clean and give life by its nature, but by Christ’s immersion in the Jordan, all the 
waters are now made ready to be used for a supernatural purpose, to infuse the very life of God into 
our souls making us children of God.   
 There is powerful symbolism in Christ’s baptism. Water represents both death and life. Jesus’ 
lowering in the water foreshadows His death as He takes on the sin of the world. Christ even refers to 
His death at various points as a “baptism”: “There is a baptism with which I must be baptized, and 
how great is my anguish until it is accomplished” (Lk. 12:50). At the beginning of the funeral Mass 
the priest sprinkles the deceased with holy water and says of the person: “In the waters of baptism he 
died with Christ and rose with Him to new life.  May he now share with Him eternal glory.” The low-
ering of Jesus in the waters foreshadows His taking on the sin of the world and His rising up; the new 
life of the resurrection.  We are meant to be dead to sin and to rise with Him.     
 Christ’s baptism also shows His solidarity with us, like us in all things but sin, He still acts in 
humility and gives us an example to follow. In the Gospel of Matthew, it is reported that John the 
Baptist said to Jesus: “I need to be baptized by you, and yet you are coming to me?”  The Lord re-
plied: “Allow it now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Jesus always obeyed the 
Mosaic Law, like at His circumcision and presentation in the Temple and so He submitted freely to 
baptism as a sinner although He was not one. He didn’t have to do it for His sake, but He humbly was 
baptized as an example to us. 
 Of course, the Lord’s baptism reminds us of our own baptism. In Christian baptism, we be-
come adopted children of the Father hearing Him say to us: “you are My beloved son, you are My be-
loved daughter.” We become members of the Church, and temples of God. Original sin is washed 
away and personal sins forgiven. Through this saving sacrament, God fills us with sanctifying grace, 
which is the fullness of the Trinitarian life. Baptism is the doorway to the other sacraments and marks 
us with a permanent seal on our soul that lasts for all eternity. If we lose the sanctifying grace of our 
baptism through mortal sin it can be regained through sacramental confession.   
 We get the word sacrament from the Latin word “sacramentum” which was a military oath of 
loyalty sworn by soldiers in ancient Rome to be faithful to the republic or emperor. When a child is 
baptized, their parents make promises before God and the Church. The parents are asked: 
 You are accepting the responsibility of training him (her) 
in the practice of the faith. It will be your duty to bring him 
(her) up to keep God's commandments as Christ taught us, by 
loving God and our neighbor. Do you clearly understand what 
you are undertaking?     
 The godparents are then asked if they are ready to help 
the parents in their Christian duty. Baptism is a covenant rela-
tionship with God.  God will always keep His promises to us, 
may we always keep our baptismal promises to Him. 
 
God bless, 
 
Fr. Mike 



             

 

 After Jesus was baptized, He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and a voice 
was heard: “This is My beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” As we give to the poor, we 
also can hear these same words. 

 As you place your gift in the Society of St. Vincent de Paul Poor Box, know that 
you are a sign of God’s love to those who are suffering, and you give them reason to be-
lieve and to trust. 

SUNDAY COLLECTIONS 

 July 1, 2020 - November 30, 2020 
  

 Year-to-date budget  $186,250 
 Year-to-date-actual  $172,615 
 YTD difference             $13,635 

 

 Year-to-date prior year actual $172,112 
 Increase from prior year            $503 

GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE 
January 10, 2021 - The Baptism of the Lord 

 

We need history. We need it in order to understand ourselves, personally and collectively. The pieces of our 
histories may not have always been the most positive, honest, exemplary, dignified, proud and best moments of 
our lives, but they are ours. We have to acknowledge, remember, accept, and often heal them. We cannot forget 
them or pretend that they never existed. As horrible as the atrocities of events like Auschwitz, brutal injustices 
committed throughout the human journey, or personal painful experiences in our own stories, we need to re-
member. These times when humanity in general or people in particular have lost their way are times that need 
to be reconciled and redeemed. 
 

If we lose the memories, we will make the same mistakes again. The human soul needs a strong sense of affir-
mation, direction, and clear purpose. Without these essentials, we will easily run amuck and repeat the sins of 
our past. God’s voice throughout history has spoken precisely about this! We are reminded through the voices 
and example of many prophets and witnesses not to make the same mistakes again, come back to center, dis-
cover the purpose given to us by God, maintain a sense of proper direction, seek healing for wounds and be 
reconciled to our Creator. 
 

Baptism is so incredibly important for the salvation of humankind, not only eternally but here and now. Our 
existence depends upon it. It gives us the affirmation we need from God by gifting us with the same intimate 
relationship Jesus had with the Father. We are blessed with the direction and clear purpose we need in order to 
be productive stewards and faithful Christians. Baptism calls us to remember, accept, and deal with the sins and 
inequities of our past regardless of how hurtful and serious. We consciously choose to turn away from them 
and put on the new life of Christ. To do this well, we must look hard and long at our sins and failings, listen to 
what they are saying and learn from them. If we ignore the past, collectively or personally, or pretend that it 
never happened, we will never grow. We will surely die. 
 

People need to hear the message, lived and spoken, delivered by the baptized members of the Body of Christ. It 
is an essential message of hope that is layered with visions of justice, peace, reconciliation, redemption, bless-
ing, and healing. It is a message that helps us remember what 
has gone before, the graces and the sins, and bring ourselves 
by God’s help where we need to be. We are called to do 
much more than sit home behind our closed doors. We have 
a message to deliver. Are we ready to do so? 
©LPi 

2021 Parish Calendars are now available for pick up in the vestibule of the church. We 
would like to thank Colonial-Wojciechowski Funeral Homes for sponsoring their printing 
once again this year. 



             

 

 On December 27, we had our first "Presentation" of a newborn 
to the Spanish Mass Community. There is a tradition among Hispanic 
Catholics to bring their child to church for a blessing when they are 
around 40 days old. This is a tradition that traces back to the Old Tes-
tament where the parents present their child to God, as a symbol of 
their admission that only God can bless and protect this child 
throughout his or her life. It is also a time to give thanks to the Al-
mighty for this “miracle of childbirth” and for watching over mother 
and child. 
 Note also that the father of the child has a figurine of the baby 
Jesus in his hands. Another tradition is to bring the baby Jesus figu-
rines in for a blessing. This year with our reduced numbers because 
of Covid, we only had one baby Jesus to bless. In previous years we 
would have several baby Jesuses lined up on the altar rail for a bless-
ing. 

Pictured here is Edgar Guadarra-
ma and Araceli Solís Martínez 
with their baby daughter María 
Guadalupe Guadarrama Solís 



             

 

Michele Schmidt — Maria Szumski — Carol Williams — 
Gary Sowell — Virginia Barski — Jeffrey Lalowski — Judie 

Nitka — Jadwija Chudzynski —Angie Cantillon — Elis 
Kirck — Amy Grudzinski — Bernadette Bannach — Jackie 

Fortier 
(Call the rectory office  

to have your name added to the list) 

Donations, declutter, reorganize. We all do it. We all need to do it.  
 

The biggest decision after what to keep is where to donate. How are my items used? Am I truly 
helping someone, or just padding someone’s pocket? How do those donations help?  
 

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul Chicago was the first charitable organization in the Chicago-
land area. For 167 years, we have stayed true to our mission, Helping Those in Need. We build 
better tomorrows for those in need in our community. But we do not do it alone. It is your support 
through donating, volunteering, and financial means that make a difference every day in our com-
munities. 

 

So, what about those donations? Used clothing, household goods, furniture no longer needed, old craft supplies, new 
items that were never worn, gifts we could not use but forgot to return. They make a difference every day!  
 

Our thrift stores serve as the destination for receiving, processing, and selling those donations. Our prices are low so that 
those looking to find quality goods on a tight budget can be provided for. Those that are struggling and have come to us 
for help, when qualified receive a voucher to shop our stores at no cost, with dignity and respect. We do not group items 
as other thrift stores do. All items are available to all that need, every day! 
We provide jobs and skill training, giving those who need the opportunity the most possibilities of a better tomorrow. 
 

We work with local organizations to help provide needed items, blankets to PADS, baby items for mothers in need. 
Blankets and towels not suitable for use can find a home at a local animal shelter. 
 

At the end of the day after the light bill is paid, proceeds from our store are used to support our programs of helping 
those in need. Whether it is assisting a family with utility bills, medical bills, rent, or helping a homeless family have a 
place to sleep, the Society is there! With over 33 food pantries, community dinners and food trucks, we fulfill the need. 
 

DO we have a specific cause? Yes! Helping someone in need, offering hope and support. Veterans, single mothers, 
those with medical conditions, those struggling in general. We not only help those who come to us, we seek out those in 
need. With over 1600 volunteer members, efforts are put forth 24 hours a day. 
 

Our President/CEO. Those salaries can really take a large chunk of donations. Well, not for us! Our President/CEO is a 
volunteer. With unbending dedication, it is not unheard of for him to spend 50 hours a week working side by side with 
volunteers, board members, and store employees defining the very core of who we are. 
 

So, when you choose us for your donations, you are changing the lives of your neighbors in need. You are providing 
food, clothing, shelter, job training, and hope of better tomorrows. You are helping a veteran in need, a mother who has 
hungry children, a victim of domestic violence, someone ill who needs assistance to get proper medical treatment, some-
one who is lonely and dealing with mental health issues, and families who have experi-
enced bumps in the road. 
 

YOU are the difference that is building better tomorrows for those in need in our communi-
ty. 
 

During these unprecedented times, the increased number of those in need is grow-
ing by leaps and bounds. Normally serving 88,000 families a year, we expect that 
number can be double by the end of the year.   
 

Drop boxes for your donations can be found on the east side of the front entrance to 
the St. Elizabeth of the Trinity Gym (5859 N. Moody Ave.) 
 

Furniture can be dropped off at the Libertyville Store, 168 Peterson Road, Libertyville, IL 
60048, P: 847.367.4700 (Furniture pick-ups are suspended due to Covid). 

THANK YOU! 
 

The St. Vincent de Paul Society would like to thank everyone who donated McDonald’s gift cards this past 
Christmas season.  Thanks to your generosity, this was our best year ever! May God bless you! 



             

 

 St. Elizabeth Staff and Students would like to thank all our parent volunteers who have 
helped get this school year off to a fantastic start!  Thank you to our Recess Volunteers who 
have shown up every day, in warm or cold, to supervise our students outside.  We would not 
have been able to run recess without them.  (Ms. Anderson, Ms. Stowell, Ms. Nothnagel, 
Ms. Boonstra and Mr. O’Connor). Thank you to our Room Parents, who have been creative 
in their planning of classroom parties that have still adhered to our health and safety measures. 
(Ms. Giannattaso & Ms. Mulkerrin-PK3; Ms. Park, Ms. Dietz & Ms. O’Hara- J Kinder-
garten; Ms Boonstra & Ms. Jefferies - K; Ms. News & Ms. O’Connor - 1st; Ms. Stevens 
& Ms. Rottman - 2nd; Ms. Sanchez & Ms. Anderson - 3rd;  Ms. Perrotte & Ms. Moran - 
4th; Ms. Roche & Ms. Daly - 5th; Ms. Schuler - 6th; Ms. Daly and Ms. Stieve - 7th; Ms. 
Dombrowski and Ms. Figueroa (graduation planning) - 8th).  And teachers truly appreciate 
all the cleaning supplies being sent in - we have the cleanest classrooms, and students, ever! 
 A big thank you to everyone involved in Parents Club.  Their support has been tremen-
dous for everyone involved at St. Elizabeth, from Christmas gifts to students, spirit wear for 
staff, indoor recess baskets, and on and on and on. 
 Finally, a BIG SHOUT OUT to all our parents and students who have made the begin-
ning of this school year as St. Elizabeth of the Trinity a huge success! 

Thank you Grandma Ellen for all of your special gifts 
throughout the year and for being our new First Grade 
pen pal friend! 
Regards, 
Mrs. Liane Skolak, First Grade Teacher 



             

 



             

 

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 
 

 Today we celebrate the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord and with it 
the official end of the liturgical season of Christmas. Tomorrow we return to 
the season of Ordinary Time. This will continue until Ash Wednesday, which 
begins the season of Lent. This year, Ash Wednesday is on February 17. 
 As in many things He did, Jesus was baptized to set an example for 
us. But why did Jesus want us to be baptized and what exactly is baptism? 
 I would like to turn to the Catechism of the Catholic Church for some 

of these answers. 
 1213 “Holy Baptism is the basis of the whole Christian life, the gateway to life in the Spirit and 
the door which gives access to the other sacraments. Through Baptism we are freed from sin and reborn 
as sons of God; we become members of Christ, are incorporated into the Church and made sharers in her 
mission: “Baptism is the sacrament of regeneration through water and in the word.” 
 1224 “Our Lord voluntarily submitted himself to the baptism of St. John, intended for sinners, in 
order to “fulfill all righteousness.” Jesus’ gesture is a manifestation of his self-emptying. The Spirit who 
had hovered over the waters of the first creation descended then on the Christ as a prelude of the new cre-
ation, and the Father revealed Jesus as his “beloved Son.”  
  1226 “From the very day of Pentecost the Church has celebrated and administered holy Baptism. 
Indeed St. Peter declares to the crowd astounded by his preaching: “Repent, and be baptized every one of 
you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of you sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit.” The apostles and their collaborators offer Baptism to anyone who believed in Jesus: Jews, the God
-fearing, pagans. Always, Baptism is seen as connected with faith....” 
 1239 “...Baptism properly speaking...brings about death to sin and entry into the life of the Most 
Holy Trinity through configuration to the Paschal mystery of Christ. Baptism is performed in the most 
expressive way by triple immersion in the baptismal water. However, from ancient times it has also been 
able to be conferred by pouring the water three times over the candidate’s head.” 
 1253 “Baptism is the sacrament of faith. But faith needs the community of believers. It is only 
within the faith of the Church that each of the faithful can believe. The faith required for Baptism is not a 
perfect and mature faith, but a beginning that is called to develop. The catechumen or the godparent is 
asked: “What do you ask of God’s Church?” The response is: “Faith!” 
 1255 “For the grace of Baptism to unfold, the parents’ help is important. So too is the role of the 
godfather and godmother, who must be firm believers, able and ready to help the newly baptized—child 
or adult—on the road of Christian life. Their task is a truly ecclesial function The whole ecclesial commu-
nity bears some responsibility for the development and safeguarding of the grace given at Baptism.” 
 1257 “The Lord himself affirms that Baptism is necessary for salvation. He also commands his 
disciples to proclaim the Gospel to all nations and to baptize them. Baptism is necessary for salvation for 
those to whom the Gospel has been proclaimed and who have had the possibility of asking for this sacra-
ment. The Church does not know of any means other than Baptism that assures entry into eternal beati-
tude; this is why she takes care not to neglect the mission she has received from the Lord to see that all 
who can be baptized are “reborn of water and the Spirit.” 
 1263 “By Baptism all sins are forgiven, original sin and all personal sins, as well as all punish-
ment for sin. In those who have been reborn nothing remains that would impede their entry into the King-
dom of God, neither Adam’s sin, nor personal sin, nor the consequences of sin, the gravest of which is 
separation from God.” 
 1269 “Having become a member of the Church, the person baptized belongs no longer to himself, 
but to him who died and rose for us. From now on, he is called to be subject to others, to serve them in the 
communion of the Church, and to “obey and submit” to the Church’s leaders, holding them in respect and 
affection. Just as Baptism is the source of responsibilities and duties, the baptized person also enjoys 
rights within the Church: to receive the sacraments, to be nourished with the Word of God and to be sus-
tained by the other spiritual helps of the Church.” 
 1280 “Baptism imprints on the soul an indelible spiritual sign, the character, which consecrates the 
baptized person for Christian worship. Because of the character Baptism cannot be repeated.” 

Jim Madura 



             

 

Watch St. Elizabeth of the Trinity 9:00 a.m. Sunday 
Mass live on You Tube - search for St. Elizabeth of the 
Trinity Parish channel  
 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 9, 2021 
5:00 PM— Anthony Gilski (50th anniversary), Gilski 
 & Ryjewski families, deceased members of the  
 Ognibene family, Mary Rodden, John Kwit 
 

  SUNDAY, JANUARY 10, 2021 
  

7:30 AM— for our parishioners 
9:00 AM—(livestreamed) - Eileen & Jack Owen, Don 

Quinn, Patrick Rodden, Margaret Rodden Wydra 
11:00 AM— Barbara Savage, Robert Coffman, Sr.,     

Carmen Rosario Castro 
1:00 PM (Spanish)—  

 
 MONDAY,  JANUARY 11, 2021 

  
8:30 AM— for police officers and their families 

 
TUESDAY,  JANUARY 12, 2021 

  
8:30 AM— for those in nursing homes 
 
11:00 - 2:00  PM - Adoration with Benediction at 1:50  
  

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 13, 2021 
  

8:30  AM — Theresa C. Cicchetti, Eugene Holz 
 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 14, 2021 
  

8:30 AM— Agatha Kubik (3rd anniversary), Helen 
 Gentile 
 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 15, 2021 
  

8:30 AM— for our parishioners 
 

 SATURDAY, JANUARY 16, 2021 
  

8:30 AM—for the homebound of the parish 
 
3:30 - 4:30—CONFESSION 
 
5:00 PM— Richard Zahn, Bruno Gilski (30th  
 anniversary), Gilski & Ryjewski families, Don 
 Love, Patrick Rodden 
 

  SUNDAY, JANUARY 17, 2021 
  

7:30 AM— Lorraine, John, Martin, Richard & Mathew
 Futterer 
9:00 AM—(livestreamed) - Eileen & Jack Owen, Don 

Quinn, Marty Fulara 
11:00 AM— Dorothy Ahlberg, Michael Gibbons 
1:00 PM (Spanish)—  

Presider Schedule - January 16 & 17 
 5:00 pm — Fr. Ouda 
7:30 am — Fr. Ouda 

9:00 am —  Fr. Grisolano 
 11:00 am — Fr. Grisolano 

(Spanish) 1:00 pm - Fr. Ouda 

DISPENSATION  
 

 Cardinal Cupich has continued the  
dispensation from the obligation to attend Sunday & 

Holy Day Mass until further notice. 

Norman Kazmierski 

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 
 

Sunday:  The Baptism of the Lord 
Monday: 
Tuesday: 
Wednesday:  St. Hilary, Bishop and Doctor of the  
  Church 
Thursday: 
Friday: 
Saturday: 
Next Sunday:  2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
©LPi  

Sunday:  Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10  
  [11b]/Acts 10:34-38/Mk 1:7-11 or Is  
  55:1-11/Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6 [3)]/1 Jn 
  5:1-9/Mk 1:7-11 
Monday:  Heb 1:1-6/Ps 97:1 and 2b, 6 and 7c, 9 
  [cf. 7c]/Mk 1:14-20 
Tuesday:  Heb 2:5-12/Ps 8:2ab and 5, 6-7, 8-9  
  [cf. 7]/Mk 1:21-28 
Wednesday:  Heb 2:14-18/Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8-9 
  [8a]/Mk 1:29-39 
Thursday:  Heb 3:7-14/Ps 95:6-7c, 8-9, 10-11  
  [8]/Mk 1:40-45 
Friday:  Heb 4:1-5, 11/Ps 78:3 and 4bc, 6c-7,  
  8 [cf. 7b]/Mk 2:1-12 
Saturday:  Heb 4:12-16/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15 [cf. Jn 
  6:63c]/Mk 2:13-17 
Next Sunday:  1 Sm 3:3b-10, 19/Ps 40:2, 4, 7-8, 8-9, 
  10 [8a, 9a]/1 Cor 6:13c-15a, 17-20/ 
  Jn 1:35-42 



             

 



             

 



             

 

 Pastor 
Rev. Michael Grisolano 
mgrisolano@archchicago.org 
  

Associate Pastor 
Rev. Lukas Ouda 
louda@archchicago.org 
  

 Pastor Emeritus 
Rev. Daniel P. McCarthy 
   

   Permanent Deacons 
Deacon Gregory Bzdon 
Deacon Michael McManus 
Deacon John Rottman 
Deacon Steven Wagner 
  

Director of Parish Operations 
Ms. Kathy Collins 
k.collins@stelizabethtrinityschool.org 
  

Director of Children’s Faith Formation 
Ms. Kathleen Driscoll 
kadriscoll@archchicago.org 
  

Pastoral Minister / Bulletin Editor 
Mr. Jim Madura 
jmadura@archchicago.org 
  

Music  
Mr. Mark Wozniczka  
mwozniczka@archchicago.org 
Mr. Jose Angel Abarca 
  

 Adult Faith Formation  
Ms. Cathy Crino 

  
Bookkeeper 

Ms. Donna Kay 
dkay@archchicago.org 
  

Administrative Assistant 
Ms. Kathy O’Sullivan 
kosullivan@archchicago.org 
     

School Principal  
Dr. Kristine Hillmann 
k.hillmanN@stelizabethtrinityschool.org 

S . E    T  P  
  

6020 W  A  A  
C , I  60646 

SERVICES 
  

Weekend Mass Schedule: 
 Saturday: 5:00 p.m. & Sunday: 7:30, 9:00 & 11:00 a.m. 
 (English) and 1:00 p.m. (Spanish) 
Daily Mass Schedule: 
 Monday through Saturday : 8:30 a.m. 
Confession:    
 Saturday: 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.  
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
 Tuesdays: 11:00 a.m. to 2 p.m. (Benediction at 1:50 p.m.) 
 Rectory Hours - Monday through Friday: 9:00 - 5:00  

Baptism: 
Please contact Deacon Greg Bzdon to make arrangements: 
gbzdon@archchicago.org  
    
Becoming a Catholic:   
Would you like to learn more about what it means to be a Catholic?  The 
Church calls this process The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA). It 
is a small group forum where interested people learn more about initiation 
and membership in the Catholic Church.  Please call the parish office for 
more information. 
  
Marriage:  
Must be arranged six months prior to the ceremony. Please contact a priest 
to make arrangements. 
  
Religious Education for Public Grade School Students: Contact  
Kathleen Driscoll for more information: kadriscoll@archchicago.org 
  
Parish Registration:  New parishioners are asked to register at the Rectory. 
Forms are also available on our website under the Our Parish tab. 
  
Communion Visits: Ministers of Care bring communion to the homebound. 
Contact Deacon Steve Wagner through the rectory to make arrangements. 
  
High School Youth Group: Mr. Mike Wuich  HEELSFINL4@AOL.COM 
  
Bulletin Deadline:  Noon on Fridays (9 days prior to bulletin date) 

“It seems to me that I have found my 
heaven on earth,  

because my heaven is You,  
my God,  

and You are in my soul.  
You in me,  

and I in You – may this be my motto.” 
 St. Elizabeth of the Trinity 

Rectory: 773-763-8228 
Fax: 773-774-8461 
School: 773-763-7080  
Website: www.stelizabethtrinity.org 


