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January 3, 2020 
 

Merry Christmas!  I hope you’re still enjoying the Christmas season as best you can. Today we celebrate the 
solemnity of the Epiphany. epiphany comes from the Greek and means “manifestation” or “showing forth”.  
Today Jesus is being revealed as the Lord and Savior of the whole world when the first Gentiles, the magi, 
find the newborn king.   
 
The Gospel says that Herod, the chief priests and scribes and others in Jerusalem were troubled by the news 
of the birth of the Messiah, a newborn king of the Jews. It’s clear from history that King Herod was a pretty 
terrible and paranoid man who even had his own wives and children killed. Herod clearly seemed to think 
that Jesus would be a rival to his own earthly power and so he wanted to destroy Him. As misguided as he 
was, we can understand his motives, but why would many Pharisees, scribes and other Jews not look for-
ward to the coming of the Messiah?   
 
It’s clear from the Gospels and early Church writings that it was hard for some people at the time to accept 
that God loved everyone and wants all to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth…Jews and 
Gentiles alike. Some of them wanted to be exclusive and say that the Gentiles were unclean and basically 
wouldn’t be saved. But that wasn’t God’s plan. God initially separated his chosen people from the Gentiles 
to reveal His goodness, holiness and love so that the Chosen People would be a light to the nations to draw 
them closer, not to exclude them.     
 
St. Paul puts it this way about God’s plan of salvation: “It was not made known to people in other genera-
tions as it has now been revealed…: that the Gentiles are co-heirs, members of the same body, and co-
partners in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel” (Eph. 3:5-6). This means that Jesus came as a 
savior for all people. All people are not only welcome but called to the joy of being His disciples. 
 
What does this mean for us today? It may sound obvious, but we should desire that Jesus be known, loved 
and followed by all people. That all people can receive the gifts that the Lord wishes to bestow on His peo-
ple, His presence in the sacraments, the teaching of the Church, the example of the saints…in short, we 
should desire that everyone be a Catholic. The very word Catholic means “universal”. The Church is meant 
to be a home for everyone where people aren’t just welcome but called to enter. The magi represent the 
Gentiles who are looking for God. 
 
 The magi were practicing their trade and were searching the sky for a sign, and God gave them 
one…a star.  They had probably heard the prophecies in the Old Testament that God would send a Messiah, 
a savior and so began their journey. They sacrificed time and money in what was no doubt a dangerous jour-
ney, but they were rewarded. The Gospel says that they were overjoyed when the star stopped over the place 
where the child was, the king they had been seeking. They did Him homage and gave Him their gifts. Their 
lives had been forever changed after encountering Christ and they did not go back the same way they had 
come, they had found a new purpose, a new direction and a new focus for their lives and it brought them 
joy.       
      
I’m sure we could all think of people in our lives who are 
looking for purpose and meaning, looking for God.   
 
A question we could ask ourselves is…how is the Lord call-
ing me, through my example and my words, to be a light of 
guidance to those around me, my family, friends or cowork-
ers? 
 
God bless and Merry Christmas, 

Fr. Mike 



             

 

 Today we celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany, where the Magi ind 
the newborn King and offer Him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 
 In the spirit of the Magi, please put your gift in the St. Vincent de 
Paul Poor Box so that comfort and peace can once again be given to a 
newborn child. 

SUNDAY COLLECTIONS 

 July 1, 2020 - November 30, 2020 
  

 Year-to-date budget  $186,250 
 Year-to-date-actual  $172,615 
 YTD difference             $13,635 

 

 Year-to-date prior year actual $172,112 
 Increase from prior year            $503 

2021 CALENDARS 
 

St. Elizabeth of the Trinity Parish calendars for 2021 are scheduled to be available 
in church sometime in early January. 



             

 

Claudine Jasmine child of 
John & Catherine 

 (De Guzman) Alvarez   

Reggie Grace child of 
Tselane 
Castro   



             

 

THE LIGHTER SIDE 
 
Adam: What is a million years like to you? 
God: Like one second. 
Adam: What is a million dollars like to you? 
God: Like one penny. 
Adam: Can I have a penny? 
God: Sure, just a second. 
©LPi 

The icon of St. Cornelius will be 
put on display here at St.  
Elizabeth at a later date, along 
with the previously published  
picture of the statue of St. Thecla. 
The  Advent wreath, presider’s 
chair, deacon’s chair and side ta-
ble also come to  us from St.  
Cornelius.  
 
The beautiful Nativity set comes 
to us from St. Thecla. 

Michele Schmidt — Maria Szumski — Carol Williams — 
Gary Sowell — Virginia Barski — Jeffrey Lalowski — Judie 

Nitka — Jadwija Chudzynski —Angie Cantillon — Elis 
Kirck — Amy Grudzinski 

(Call the rectory office  
to have your name added to the list) 



             

 

Students in PreK through 8th grade wrote letters to Santa.  However, these 
letters were wishes for others, not gifts for themselves.  Some wishes from 
the students were: 
 
“Please help my mom get a job since she lost hers” 

“My Christmas wish is for COVID-19 to end” 

“I wish that everyone will have a warm heart on Christmas” 

“Could you spare a few toys for children in need? They need some when 
they are in a hospital” 

“For my last wish, please give warmth to the people that are cold” 

“I want you to make a great Christmas for everyone” 

“I wish for all the people going through hard times feel better and believe 
in themselves” 

“Please let all the soldiers come home to their family” 

“I want my grandma to be as happy as could be and have good dreams” 

“I wish for my sister to get a new ferret for Christmas” 



             

 



             

 

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 
 

 The Epiphany is one of the most important days on the Church cal-
endar. It ranks right up there just after Easter and Christmas. But do you 
really know what it is all about, or what we are celebrating? What makes 
this day so important in the life of the Church? 
 

 The word comes from the Greek and it means to show or to display or to shine upon. 
 
 As I often like to do, I would also like to look at the dictionary definition. It says “epiphany” means: a 
sudden revelation. We sometimes use the word in that way, saying that someone had an epiphany - they had 
a sudden realization of something, as if out of the blue. 
 
 Another dictionary meaning is: the appearance of a god or a deity. That’s where we will concentrate. 
 
 Our Catholic celebration of the Epiphany of the Lord is all about Matthew making it very clear in his 
Gospel that by Jesus’ manifestation, he came to save the whole world. This is where the magi - or three kings 
- or astrologers come in. By the way, the word magi used at that time referred to members of a certain Per-
sian priestly class. They represented all of the peoples of the world at that time. So as Jesus was revealed to 
the magi so, too, he was revealed to the entire world. 
 
 The Epiphany represents the manifestation of God, through Jesus to all of humanity. We celebrate the 
day because Jesus is reaching out to us - no matter who we are or where we come from. We are all equal in 
the eyes of God. And that is the very reason that we should view all people as equal to us. God shows no par-
tiality. In God’s eyes there are no distinctions between wealth or power or the lack thereof. There are no dis-
tinctions among races and nationalities or ages or sexes. And so it should be with each of us.  
 
 It is interesting to note that in some countries the Epiphany of the Lord is a Holy Day of Obligation. 
When this is the case it is always observed on January 6 - the traditional twelfth day of Christmas. In the 
United States the Epiphany is always observed on the Sunday following January 1. That is January 3 this 
year. 
 Although Matthew does not name them, nor even mention their number, legend says that the three 
kings were named Melchior, Caspar and Balthazar and that they represented Europe, Arabia and Africa. This 
was the entire known world when this legend developed. 
 
 It is also interesting to note that the three gifts presented to Jesus - gold, frankincense and myrrh 
by the magi, according to the Gospel of Matthew, were valuable items and standard gifts to honor a king or 
deity in the ancient world: gold as a precious metal, frankincense as perfume or incense, and myrrh as 
anointing oil.  
 
 I would like to conclude with a paragraph from the homily that Pope Francis gave on January 6, 
2017. I think it is worthy for all of us to ponder and reflect upon the Pope Francis’ words: 
 
  “...The Magi mentioned in the Gospel of Matthew are a living witness to the fact that the seeds of 
truth are present everywhere, for they are the gift of the Creator, who calls all people to acknowledge him as 
good and faithful Father. The Magi represent the men and woman throughout the world who are welcomed 
into the house of God. Before Jesus, all divisions of race, language and culture disappear: in that Child, all 
humanity discovers its unity. The Church has the task of seeing and showing ever more clearly the desire for 
God which is present in the heart of every man and woman. This is the service of the Church, with the light 
that she reflects: to draw out the desire for God present in every heart. Like the Magi, countless people, in 
our own day, have a “restless heart” which continues to seek without finding sure answers – it is the restless-
ness of the Holy Spirit that stirs in hearts. They too are looking for a star to show them the path to Bethle-
hem.…” 
              
             Jim Madura 



             

 

Watch St. Elizabeth of the Trinity 9:00 a.m. Sunday 
Mass live on You Tube - search for St. Elizabeth of the 
Trinity Parish channel  
 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 2, 2021 
 
5:00 PM— Gilski & Ryjewski families, Don Love, Jr., 
 Sarah Agnes Birt 
 

  SUNDAY, JANUARY 3, 2021 
  

7:30 AM— Jo & Ed Sanborn, Helen & Alexander  
 Kolinski, Anna, Estelle & Joseph Dyjak, Walter 
 Dyjak (34th anniversary), Rose Dyjak (birthday) 
9:00 AM—(livestreamed) - Eileen & Jack Owen, Don 

Quinn, Fred Addante, Richard Schlotmon, Maria 
Luz Gopez, Cecilia Gutierez, Geraldo Caraballo, 
Carmen Rosario Castro, Patricia Martin, Kathlyn 
Murphy 

11:00 AM— for our parishioners 
1:00 PM (Spanish)—  

 
 MONDAY,  JANUARY 4, 2021 

  
8:30 AM— Daniel Chan (birthday) 

 
TUESDAY,  JANUARY 5, 2021 

  
8:30 AM— for police officers and their families 
 
11:00 - 2:00  PM - Adoration with Benediction at 1:50  
  

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 6, 2021 
  

8:30  AM — Stanley Markowski (birthday) 
 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 7, 2021 
  

8:30 AM— Gary Sowell 
 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 8, 2021 
  

8:30 AM— Mary F. Wilk, Anthony Albabello, Carol  
 Fortuna 
 

 SATURDAY, JANUARY 9, 2021 
  

8:30 AM—for our parishioners  
 
3:30 - 4:30—CONFESSION 
 
5:00 PM— Anthony Gilski (50th anniversary), Gilski & 
 Ryjewski families, deceased members of the  
 Ognibene family, Mary Rodden, John Kwit 
 

  SUNDAY, JANUARY 10, 2021 
  

7:30 AM— for our parishioners 
9:00 AM—(livestreamed) - Eileen & Jack Owen, Don 

Quinn, Patrick Rodden 
11:00 AM— Barbara Savage, Robert Coffman, Sr.  
1:00 PM (Spanish)—  

Presider Schedule - January 9 & 10 
 5:00 pm — Fr. Grisolano 
7:30 am — Fr. Grisolano 

9:00 am —  Fr. Ouda 
 11:00 am — Fr. Ouda 

(Spanish) 1:00 pm - Fr. Reyes  

DISPENSATION  
 Cardinal Cupich has continued the  

dispensation from the obligation to attend Sunday & 
Holy Day Mass until further notice. 

Patrick Collins 
Mary Margaret Powers 

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 
 

Sunday:  The Epiphany of the Lord; National 
  Migration Week 
Monday:  St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious 
Tuesday:  St. John Neumann, Bishop 
Wednesday:  St. André Bessette, Religious 
Thursday:  St. Raymond of Penyafort, Priest 
Friday: 
Saturday:  
Next Sunday: The Baptism of the Lord 
©LPi  

Sunday:  Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12 
  -13 [cf. 11]/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1
  -12 
Monday:  1 Jn 3:22—4:6/Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a 
  [8ab]/Mt 4:12-17, 23-25 
Tuesday:  1 Jn 4:7-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4, 7-8 [cf. 
  11]/Mk 6:34-44 
Wednesday:  1 Jn 4:11-18/Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13  
  [cf. 11]/Mk 6:45-52 
Thursday:  1 Jn 4:19—5:4/Ps 72:1-2, 14 and  
  15bc, 17 [cf. 11]/Lk 4:14-22a 
Friday:  1 Jn 5:5-13/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15,  
  19-20 [12a]/Lk 5:12-16 
Saturday:  1 Jn 5:14-21/Ps 149:1-2, 3-4, 5 and 
  6a and 9b [cf. 4a]/Jn 3:22-30 
Next Sunday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-
  10 [11b]/Acts 10:34-38/Mk 1:7-11 
  or Is 55:1-11/Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6  
  [3)]/1 Jn 5:1-9/Mk 1:7-11 



             

 



             

 



             

 

 Pastor 
Rev. Michael Grisolano 
mgrisolano@archchicago.org 
  

Associate Pastor 
Rev. Lukas Ouda 
louda@archchicago.org 
  

 Pastor Emeritus 
Rev. Daniel P. McCarthy 
   

   Permanent Deacons 
Deacon Gregory Bzdon 
Deacon Michael McManus 
Deacon John Rottman 
Deacon Steven Wagner 
  

Director of Parish Operations 
Ms. Kathy Collins 
k.collins@stelizabethtrinityschool.org 
  

Director of Children’s Faith Formation 
Ms. Kathleen Driscoll 
kadriscoll@archchicago.org 
  

Pastoral Minister / Bulletin Editor 
Mr. Jim Madura 
jmadura@archchicago.org 
  

Music  
Mr. Mark Wozniczka  
mwozniczka@archchicago.org 
Mr. Jose Angel Abarca 
  

 Adult Faith Formation  
Ms. Cathy Crino 

  
Bookkeeper 

Ms. Donna Kay 
dkay@archchicago.org 
  

Administrative Assistant 
Ms. Kathy O’Sullivan 
kosullivan@archchicago.org 
     

School Principal  
Dr. Kristine Hillmann 
k.hillmanN@stelizabethtrinityschool.org 

S . E    T  P  
  

6020 W  A  A  
C , I  60646 

SERVICES 
  

Weekend Mass Schedule: 
 Saturday: 5:00 p.m. & Sunday: 7:30, 9:00 & 11:00 a.m. 
 (English) and 1:00 p.m. (Spanish) 
Daily Mass Schedule: 
 Monday through Saturday : 8:30 a.m. 
Confession:    
 Saturday: 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.  
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
 Tuesdays: 11:00 a.m. to 2 p.m. (Benediction at 1:50 p.m.) 
 Rectory Hours - Monday through Friday: 9:00 - 5:00  

Baptism: 
Please contact Deacon Greg Bzdon to make arrangements: 
gbzdon@archchicago.org  
    
Becoming a Catholic:   
Would you like to learn more about what it means to be a Catholic?  The 
Church calls this process The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA). It 
is a small group forum where interested people learn more about initiation 
and membership in the Catholic Church.  Please call the parish office for 
more information. 
  
Marriage:  
Must be arranged six months prior to the ceremony. Please contact a priest 
to make arrangements. 
  
Religious Education for Public Grade School Students: Contact  
Kathleen Driscoll for more information: kadriscoll@archchicago.org 
  
Parish Registration:  New parishioners are asked to register at the Rectory. 
Forms are also available on our website under the Our Parish tab. 
  
Communion Visits: Ministers of Care bring communion to the homebound. 
Contact Deacon Steve Wagner through the rectory to make arrangements. 
  
High School Youth Group: Mr. Mike Wuich  HEELSFINL4@AOL.COM 
  
Bulletin Deadline:  Noon on Fridays (9 days prior to bulletin date) 

“It seems to me that I have found my 
heaven on earth,  

because my heaven is You,  
my God,  

and You are in my soul.  
You in me,  

and I in You – may this be my motto.” 
 St. Elizabeth of the Trinity 

Rectory: 773-763-8228 
Fax: 773-774-8461 
School: 773-763-7080  
Website: www.stelizabethtrinity.org 


